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B Baseball group hires lawyer
in fight with Penn-Delco
School District over the use
of Jim Buggy Field.
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ASTON — With prehrmnary communi-
cation efforts under way outside of court,
Aston Valley Baseball League hired a
lawyer recently to represent its interests in
a dispute with Penn-Delco School District.

Attorney Frank Catania was retained
as counsel, according to league representa-
tives who spoke at Tuesday night’s school
board meeting.

“He’s advising us,” league spokesman
Fran Miles told the school board.

In April, the school board voted to ter-
minate a 50-year lease with the league that
gave it preference to use Buggy Field,
alongside Penn-Delco teams. The league
obtained permission in 2000 to renovate
the district-owned field. Since then, league
volunteers say they have spent hundreds of
thousands of dollars in financial resources
and labor to improve the facility.

League volunteers came to the latest
meeting seeking more information.

“The board is continuing to work to
come to an amicable solution with Aston
Valley Baseball League,” school board
President Anthony Ruggieri said Tuesday

night.

Ruggieri declined, however, to com-
ment any further, deferring to lawyers on
both sides.

The board decided to terminate the
lease after receiving an opinion from
Solicitor Michael Levin that doing so
would help the district remain in line with
its use policies for district facilities.

“The solicitor gives an opinion and the
board acts of its own free will,” Ruggieri
said.

The district examined the lease as part
of an operational review of all its policies
and procedures manuals, according to offi-
cials.

“I have a number of calls in to Frank
(Catania) to try to talk to him,” Levin told
league members. “But as you know, there’s
been threats of litigation. *

At the April board meeting, league rep-
resentatives threatened to sue the district
for money spent on the field because the

- lease was terminated. Miles, however, said

Tuesday that the league would like to avoid
a court battle, if possible. Miles met with
school Superintendent George Steinhoff
Friday to discuss the situation, according
to the league spokesman. Miles was still
waiting to see what happened with the
lawyers’ efforts.

Levin echoed Miles’ hope that the two
side could negotiate outside of court.

“The school board is very willing to
continue engaging in discussion,” Levin
said.



